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MILTON  ON  TOLERATION.

" TRUE RELIGION," as well defined by Hilton, " is the
true worship and service of GOD, learnt and lettered from the

WORD OF GOD only.    No man or An (/el can know hoic GOD

would be worshipped and served, unless GOD rereal if. lie
hath revealed It to us In the HOLY SCRIPTURES, by Inspired
[prophets] and ministers; and In THE GOSPEL, by Ms own
SON and his Apostles; with strictest command to reject all
other traditions, or additions whatsoever. According to that of
St. Paul; 'Though we or an Angel from Heareu preach any
other Gospel unto you than that which we hare preached unto
you, let him be anathema, or accursed/ Gal. L 8; ' Ye shall
not add to the word which I command you, neither shalt thou
diminish ought from it,' Deut iv. 2. If any man shall add, &c.
if any man shall take away, &c. from the words, &c. Rev. xxii.
18, 19.

" With good and religious reason,, therefore, all Protestant
Churches, with one consent, and particularly the Church of
England In her thirty-nine Articles, Art. VI, xix^ xxs xxi,
and elsewhere, maintain these two points as the main principles
of true religion.

" L That the rule of true religion Is the WORD OF GOD only.

" II. And that their faith ought not to be an implicit faith;
that is, to believe3 though as the Church believes, against, or
without express authority of SCRIPTURE.

" And if all Protestants, as 'universally as they hold these two
principles, so attentively and religiously would observe them,
they would avoid and cut off many debates and contentions,
schisms, &Q& persecutions which too oft have been among them,
and more firmly unite against the common adversary.

" From hence It directly follows, that no true Protestant can
persecute, or not tolerate, his fellow-Protestant, though differing
from him in some opinions, but he must flatly deny and re-
nounce these two, his own main principles., whereon true Re-
ligion is founded."

J. But Milton contended that Papists were not proper sub-
jects of toleration, [and we may add from Baron Maseres, nor of
endowment with gifts of lands or property in mortmain, for their
permanent support; much less of establishment, or public main-
tenance, \)j funds provided by authority of the government,